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 PROPOUNDE 
TO 


Make the poor in theſe and other 
8 Nations happy. 


By bringing together a fit ſuitable and well. quali. 
fied people unto one Hotiſhold-government, or 
little-Common-wealth, 


Wöberein every one may keep his propriety, and be 
1 imployed in ſome work or other, as he ſhall 
be fit, without being oppeeſſed. 


Being the way not only to rid thoſe and other Natic*s from 
idle, evil and diſorderly perſons, but al ſo from 
all ſuch that have ſoug ht and found out 
many inventions to live upon 
the l. bour of others. 


W hereunto is alſo annexed an invitation to this Society, or little 
CTCommon- wealth. | 


| 


— — — 


DA. 


Pſalm, 42. 1. Bleſſed is he tbit confidereth the poor, the Lord will de- 
liver him in time of trouble; the Lord ſhall preſerve him, and keep 
him alive, and be ſhall be bleed upon the Earth, 


BY PETER CORNEL1US, VAN u RI R. Z EE. 


— 


— 


LONDON, 
Printed for C. C. at the ſign of the Black-ſpread-eagle at the Weſt- 
end of Pans Chuch-yird. | 
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VItiens happy, G. 


Aving ſeen the great inequality and diſorder a mong 
7 men in che World, that not only evil Govergours 
[= or Rulers, covetous Merchants and Tradeſmen, lazie, 

A idle and negligent T gachets, and others, ba ve 
'Q. $ brought all under flaye:ie and thraldom: But alſo a 
b i Bc great number of the common handy- craft men, or 
labourers (by endeayouring to decline, eſcape or 
caſt c the hen vy burthen ): do fill ell chings with lyes and deceipr, 
to the oppreſſing af he hodeſt and good people, whoſe conſciences 28 hu 
cannot bear ſuch pratiſes;therefoxe ha ve I (tagetbher with o:hers borg | 
for the common welfare ) deſigned te endeavour to bring four ſorts of 
people, whereof the World chiefly conſiſts out of ſeveral ſects into one 
Familie ot Houſhold- government, vis. Husband · men, Handy-crafts | 


people) Matrinetsand Makers of Aris and Scienges, oc 5nd. cher 


8 
12 GO. 


ve miy the bettet e ſchut the yoke of : the: :Fawmpora)ll and Sri tuall | 


Pharaohs, who have long oh domineertdoFes- our bodies. gnd 


[ 


ſouls, and ſet up again ( as im fotmer ue ;Righteoulneſſe, love 
and B o:herly Sociab/enefle, which arc-ſeatce arty Mere to be to 

for the convincing of thoſethat pl ce all grea eſſe an in: domi 

ing, and not in well- doing, contrary to the pattern; and doftrine of 


the Lord Jeſus, ho came not to be ſerved; but ta ſerve, and zave his 


life a tanſome for manyia ppoinuing us Kingdom un to his App 
it was appointed to him from his father, anſwering them ben 
murmured, who after his deparfure- ſhould be the greateſt amongſt 
chem,ſaid ; If any ameng you-wenld be greateſt, lit h me the ſenuant 
of all, In direct opp(figon and contradiction to the World: bete 
they are accompted the greateſt who have moſt ſervants, aid not they 
that do moſt ſervice to others, and therefore the Worlds rea neſa, and 
the greatueſs of Chriſtians m_ as )ight_and darkneſs, whereas true 
1 


und, 


Chriſtians 
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5 (#4) 
mercifull doe endeayour to eafe mens burthens, in- 
obs as if there were not trouble enough in che Word) 


- 


Civiftians 
ficad che! 


in p 
are ſtill making tbe Burthen heavier wich new deviſes ſerting themſelves 


forth daily, in thei! Gzhit, a5 if their deſign were O Nx and grieve poor 
people (and tir them up to Impauer'ce) with their excefle and ri- 


. * 


Juſt as if 4 Phyfirian that were able to cure the ſick ſhould come 
braggiug and make a boaſt of his skill, to make them the ſicker. 

To this may be added tho'e that are called ſpirituall perſons or 
Clergy-men who perſwade people (that they may the more will:ngly 


drudge for them) to belce ve that they take care of their ſoules (a8 if 


they could love the ſoul hieb they cannoc ſee, and hive no compal- 
hop. on the body which they tes, Fhis therefore being ceceipt and lies, 
Let us te urn again to mere:fuilneſs which is as well touched with che 
miſer es cf the body as with the miſeries of the ſoul ſe ling ſuch order or 
ſociety of mutual love whereby the opreſſed( ſeaice able to breath} may 
be brought to reſt and enlargment, | 

Taking upon them every day (except the Sabhoth) ſoe many as 
are fit to work the labour of 6. houres beginning ordinarily, from 9. 
of the clcck in the morning to v2. at noon, and from 3 till 6. at 
nigh:, if any dcfires to have an afternoones liberty he may work from 
4. o 6. of the clock in the morning till t o. or 12, at noon or labour 
another day ſoe much the more, they that ha ve hard work to doe may 
begin jn Sommer Morninges while it is co l, and take their teſt, in the 
hear of the day, beſtowing the reſt of their time, for the tefreſhing of 
their bodies, and profi:able excerciſes of the mind. | 

They that are ſet on work by us (being not fit to be of our Society) 
receiving wages ſhail work 12. houres in a day, from 6. in the mor- 
ning to 12. at noon, and from 2 till $. at night tilt any of them be fir 
and wi ling to come into us. | 

The Children of rich people (who are nor of our ſoe ety) comming 
to School (after we have found ou: the ableſt maſters) to be inſt ructed 
in Arts Sciences and Linguages are every day (except the Sa bboth, 
tearning ſome uſefull Trade) ro work 3. houres, to the end they may 
allwa es in caſe of loſſe and want afterwards get their living without 
being neet ſſita: ed to fall upon ſuch courſes (as we ſee happen often in 
the world) as may prove hurtfull co their ſoules and bodies. 

The rich people (being not of out Society) having a defize to dwell 

| | anongſt 
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ſliee were of the Society (from their birth orotherwiſe) no proſit being 


. jv 3 
amongſt us (hill not be bound. to work, i they will onetimenafither 
ry any thing, They ' Will Fold forth 4 good By ple n rieb 
time-locſcrs in the world, and paying for their die, Cloachingy L. ging 
and other nec / ſſ tes they ſhall betige?” © | 5 12656 nh 

For che beginning & undertaking of this great work iz will, be good 
that ſome able men (as Fathers) to la che founda tion, for the cam- 
mon welfare, doe wir 2 ſumm* of money tb raiſe-2 Hock, employ- 
ing the ſame to buy n, han» 


piece of land whereupon che Husbandma 
dy Crafismen, Trade men, Martiners, and others | comming in-wich 
their moveables as Carell, Money, or any other Commodiryes] may 


be ſecured. * | | | 
Tneſe that come into our Society ſhall not be bound to make their 
goodes Common fer (according to the tenth Commandement) none 
ought to covet another mans goodes. 8 
If any will out of a free reafl and bountifull heart bring in any thing 
to increaſe the Stock it ſhall be uled for the common benefit, wichout 
being appropriated for any mans own in particular. © | 
They chat will b;ing in (heir own. landes for the Common ſervice 
miy have” ſecurity upon rhe fame, and fof ther moveables. upon che 
landes freely given, onſ it ſh:H{ be/employed for the common welfare * 
wirhcut giving Imereſt, if they de, their Children or- freinds (bat 
none may er wronge) ſhall poſſe fa ihe ſame except they ga ve it co 
eee 059995 nom onion 3 gt ne 
If any, be mindey to leave the Society, they (hall not onely receaye 
hit which they brodght, but alſo a hate ofahe proſjt which hach been 
made fince they came to the Sbcicty if no profit hath been made in 
their time. they ſhall receive none, that ſo they chat come into us 
may not ſe: k theit own private gain. ü 
A young min or miyd leaving the ſceiety, by marrying, or other- | 
wiſe,(hill have i ſhare of the profit, that hath been mate ſinoe he or 


made, it ſhall be at the pleaſute of che Society to g we them what theß 
p eaſe, fer the profit made before belongeth not to them. 

If any one having brought into the Society money or, other commo- 
dities, aftetwardes defires to go out again, they ſhall acquaint the So · 
ciety chereof, that ſo there may be care taken to teſſore it, che ſumme 
beirg not above 100. 1: ſhall be paid as the owner deſites, if more, then 
Fco, |, they ſhall have freedome to pay It Within a yeexes time, paꝝ · 

| A3 ing 


2 


ing then 1 querte 
. none ina brkinded 19 lea ye the ſociety when they pleaſe. 
| | In ab Cocituphereateer be.difluched ot ſeparated by Tyranny 
| or otherwiſe, then ſhall the landes and monies which was freely gi- 
1 ven to raiſe and increaſe the ſtock (ail Creditors being paid) come to 
j { the benefit of thoſe poor onely,who have brought 2 7 to the So- 
q { — — be poor Kkinded f thoſe that (out of love) ha ve 
[1 ö _ Rock, ſuch (hall have an cquall proportion with the 
| ornefy. , 8 2 
| For the well ordering of our. buſineſſe we ſhail have need of two 
| great houſes one in [or about the] Citty v. a Warehouſe for Mer- 
| chants or Trade ſmen, another, ja the Countrey near a R ver for the 
| 


(6) 
erf che ſumme preſenz]y (if chey-debre is) that ſo 


* 
/ 


Husdandman, Handy Crafts pegple, Schoolmaſters and, Marri- 
ners. . CE 
The hoaſe in the Citty ſo big chat 20, or 30. families may dwell in 
Its havingthopps of ſevcrall wares, as Cloth, ſayes, linnen, men and 
womens apparrell, Stuckings, ſhoes, Hats, and other uſefull and ne- 
ceſſaty rhinges, being the foundation; of, the who e work, not 
dnely by reaſon of che pruffit that comes by, Itading, buf allp becauſe 
all Handy«<@refts, belonging thercunto, depend thetcon. 
Our trade will for three ſufficient reaſons undoubtedly increaſe, the 
| firſt is that there wilt nor be overasking in price, but all will be ſold at 
the 225 rate in a word, contrary to the Common cuſtome of the 

- wor! F ² * 

The (ſecond is, that we dwelling at a cheaper Rent and living leſs 
can make all things better at the price. *' '' 

The third is, that the profit is made uſe of for the commonegood, as 

| well forthe honeſt people of one, as of another ſect. 

At the firſt we may bring into our Scociety, (beſides a heęinning of 
ſeveral Mcrchandizes ) for the molt part unmatried perſons, hat with 
| ; laying out little money may preſently be on the getting "hang, as 

-\ Cloth; Linnen and Szye-Wea vers, Taylors, Shoo- ma kers and the like. 
f Secondly, Barber-Chyrurgeans, Phyſitians, and Mafters of ſeverall 
| Arts and Sciences; one that can write extraordigary well, another 

that underſta nus Arithmetick, Geometry, Aſtronomy, Navigation; 
Italian bock keeping, or Merchants Accompts. Thirdly, ſome for 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew and other Languages, as alſo Phyſick, Mufick, 
and other uſefull chings, reterring all to a good and ſpirituall 
end. | Our 


— —  — — — ” 
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sayes, Linnen Stockings, Shooey, Hats and other things thiſe will 


(7) > 
Our Chyrurgeans er Phyfitians ſhall ſerye the Rich- . ichen the 
Scoclety) for money. and the poor gratis; ſome going abzagd to viſit 
Patlents, and others ſtaying at home (at certain times,), to [peak 
with people, that come to them, to ſhe that they do highly eftcem of 
the life and health of others, as of their ewnz this will give an is ereaſe 
to our Trading for the common good, the fame thereof being noiſed 
round about, and the more When people are ſenſible that we fell all 
things at a reaſonable rate without deceiving m_ 525i 1 
They that àre Nich ( without the Sociery ) ſeeing that their chil- 
drenare not ofily well brought up in handy-crafcs, but alſo in Lan- 


guagesand other Sciences, and in good manners, will encline yery 
much to buy wares of us for their particular Families, and Merchan- 


dixes, and Trade incres ſing; we fhall have need of much Clath 


require Cloth, Lipnen and Saye-wea vers, Whiſters for blanchigg. 
Dyers and other Handy-crafts, here now will be uſe for { ſheep 
kme, not only for their milk and fleſh, but alſo for their -woell . 
skins, &e. Here then is work for out Husband man; for the breeding 
up of Cattle Poultry, Se. andi eſpeclally for 22 ground far 
drne, Flay, Hemp, & e. ald Gatdiners hai ilh in garden 

for roots, plants und orchards, ſor fruit, flours and kearbs, as well A- 
dicinal / for our Phyfitizns ) as 6rhers, 2 

For the building of the Countrey houſe (for the Husbacul· Ian, 
Handy- crafts people, Mariners and Maſters of Art and Sciences) 
we ha de need of Brick. makers; Briek h yere, Carpenteis, Smithe, gs 
alſo Shipẽcarpem ers, not only to me Bokcs, whetein to : frühe gd 
carry goods to and from the City, but alſo to catch ſiſh for the'Sogh- 
ety, and afterwards to build ſhips to ſend to Flanders, Holland, 
France and other places failing with our on people that ſhalh have 
all things common among them abros d. as well as in the Scoc 


Seocic 1 


home, being as welcome, ( having done their dutiec,) when dbey den 
aeg 


oo 


home from a bad voyage, af from a good; Their ſtups or gaods 
loſt by ſtorm ot oth viſe, che loſs is to oome upon het Sorieay in 
mon, which venters no more than what che! Society cm well 6 
and may be ſet forth agaſit as they are able, hoit wites and children be- 
ing alwaies provided with neceſſartets as wel acorbers;) | 2 
This avs 2a — —_— von eds, —— leſs a 
convenient key to deliver goods out of the Ships, and if it be paflitleao 
bring the water ont 1 inks d N- 


bridge 


| 


» 
N 
A 
8 


oo (L) 
Siidge;” w be ſecure : by night ſrom chieves ard robbers, de- 
yt te Instrument Ieby che fn may ce me out of the R ver 
to Our waler, and nes g out again, having cur Garden for pleaſure 
W hich houſe is to be built after a convenient manner, with public k 
and priuate places, for ſicedom and conveniency a camber & a cloſlet 


ſor evety mand his witc with e great Hail, to lay all things ready made 


in order, a place to drels 4:(uz]s, another to cate: rogether 2 third for 
the children allo Ccllars to cep meat and drink n, a place for che fick, 
one ſor the Phyſit ans and Gbyiuigeans ſurni uie and medicines, 
one other for all kind of uſeſull, (as well natuial as ſpirituall) Books, 
Maps, and other Iaſtruments belonging to liberzl Arts and Sciences, 
ſeversl pla ces for Scholars, a place ter wy &c. who Ack e 
to ſtay any long tume;ha'ldolome work, or pay for their lodging ap 
diet. - r, 4 . C4 | | 
Out workfolke and School maſters, with their Scholars, being brought 
out abroad into the Countrey,the City houſe will be inſtead of a ware= 
bouſe, leaving therein be ſides the Phyſicians, Barber- Chyrurgeans and 


 Aporhecaries ho with ſome Tradeſ-men mult be in the City, ſo ma- 


Merchants (ho ſhall change by turns, ) a8 ſhall ſuffice to attend 
br 4 Merchandize with eaſe. Our youth being capable of being taught, 
fhall be inftcuRed in Ciphering, and keeping Boks of accompts, that 
the Merchants alſo may ſometimes. work, putting every one to that 
which is fitieſt. for him, as they that have-wreught in wooll, to the ſel- 
ling'of col and clotb, they that ha ve been uſed to flax-tbrecd and 
Vea ving, to the ſelling of flax and lingen, T anners and Shee makers, 
to ſell len ther, and ſo in all things elle. OO 

Alſo it will be neceſſa ry, that in che Warehcuſe in the Citty, there 
be ſoe men we men and Children; not only to make apparrell, and 
to have other thinges ready made; but eſpecially 10 ſerve every one, 
as thexe ſhall be occaſion, making all chinges — ſale without unne- 
veffory-crimminges.unlefs that any buying of us, would have any trim 
ming upon them, theſe we ſhall endeayour to g ve content, if; they 
bting to us thoſe unneceſſary Timmings, which ve our ſelves ba ve 
not doing our endra vour to keep their cuſtom ha! ſo in time they may 
be convinced of their felly, being beiter with us, who give them rea- 
ſons = alterations, than wich'orhers who bolſter them up in pride and 
eic e. 1 , une 14 FPS , | | : E555 "4 

If the making and ſelling of chinges unneceflacy were fin, then it 


mould 
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ould be quire forborn, then maſt alf un oy eaſes Bo rhe 
ſhop were worth Too. l. )be butrit o d anti Alb rheè Child&nbe EY | 


pipe 
prelently taken from thoſe tiades, that depend pon piide and yanny 
It is to Ne that the eating of the bee of aach a evill, 
but not the making many thinges ate for triall, what is inthe hearts of 
men, if we will not ſerve thole ' worldly people that come to us, then 
our youth that ſometimes deſite t tta vel into other Count yes will 
be neceſſitated all wayes to be at home; beeduſe they cannorTerve any 
maſters that work for yain-glorious men. 

Every 6. or 1 2.Monthes an account ſhall be givem & what is ovetp'uſs 
above neceſſity, a part ſhall be diſttibuted to men and women, alſo 
young men and maides, that fo eyery one muy ha ve wherewithall to 
give tothe poor, or to pleaſure his freind, in ſome 


| ſame ſpeciall manned. © * - 
One man alone (though he were chief of the whole Seciety) ſhall 
not be maſter of the caſh, or treaſuty, but three of the uppermoſt in the 
Government, ſhall allwayes have the Keyes ; ſo that one, or two, unleſs 
the third were with them ſhould not be able to open the Cheſt, a three- 
fold cord doth not eaſily break; ſaich Solomon. . © MO, Tae SIRE 
None ib to rule longer than one year, leaſt lie donm̃neer im his office, 


v FN 


and others ſeeking his favour, play the Hippocrites. 
Aman about 40. yeares of age, ſhall be | 
the Ip Society, every one giving his yoyce fot him, that he Judgeth 
co be fit. 1 | „5 PELD 
This man having governed one year, 2 new choice ſhall be made, 


with liberty to chooſe him again that Iaſt Governetl, as well av arty od 
elſe, by this m-anes he that hath a mind tò continue in the Goverm«- 
ment will have an Inducement to rule well, that he having the fa voiſt 


of che people, may be choſen again, not that᷑ any Governour is to rule ac 


cording to his own pleaſure, but according to ſuch orders, as the whole 
people ſhall make except in ſmall matters, wherein they cannot conve- 
men ly make any certain order, but who would not rather (if no benefit 
come of ruling) work qui: ty 6. houi es in à day, then to be inꝭ perpe-? 


e choſen chief Goyerndur of 


. 
* 


| 


( 


mall diſturbance of his thougits, being imployed in multipliciey of bu» 


ſineſſes. | | OF 
Here none is to be choſen for his riches: or wealth, as we ſee come to 
paſs in the world, (to the tuine almoſt of all commonwealths,) but for 
his w dome. Wr n= a es a ITE Is 174 
Men and women having the overſight of meat, dtink and othet 
| , ; B ß 


j 


\ 


8 . | 
een e ey lt ae ugg prong. rao 


fiend, 10. r. l 2. men and women. having governed half a year, J. of 

6. of chem (hall gocff, and 3. or 8 their ſtead, the ocher 

cantinuing N a year longer 8 Rem that do newly come in, 

with what they are not acquainted, having ſo many ypurg people to 

docheh cdeſ wayk, as ſhall be 8 Nee, 55 Wing 5 5 GN ind 

haying golten experience, (hall alſorule ver others, for it doch ſuit che 
aged to give axders, and the young to pbey. | 

Tze maides ball not only be | ted to do the houſewifery, and oder 

children, but alſo in ca hereaſtei chey be minged co leave the Society, 


they ſhall learn a good Handy: craft Trade, that ſo wherher they leave 
the Socieey,. £1 came to he married. they may be able to get a lwely⸗ 


bogd, ſomeʒ ies taking theirgyas one with another, that ſo they may 
continue ſit ſot working and houſewifery. N 3 

Ia this houſe every one ſhall be able quietly to do his work, becaufe 
none ſhall have more. han one ſingle work to mind: :5, women in our 
Society, when all things are done crderly, ſhall have no mote buſineſs 
rotrquble their heads Wich, than one woman in her owa private Fa- 
mily. „„ | 

Beſides the quiet and eaſe that We hall have by the vp one anos 
ther; it will alſo be vey profitable to dwell toge her, for whereas in geo. 
Fam lies dwel ling apart, we ſhould ſtand in need of at leaſt 100. 


| 2 to do che boulewifery; now b inging 100. Families together, the 


ame may be done with. 25. women, the eſt ( when they ſhall be fic, ) 


| — — it [come wo K, together with men for the common 


which many wamen will rather do, than to be a whole day trou- 


bled with diverficies. of cares. 


Whereas in 100. Families there will be need of x 00, fires every day 
to be made, bringing ſo many Families together, we ſhall be able to 
make ſhift with 4. or $; 1177 fires and furoaces,>ne to boyl and re aſt 
went, another where che chi dren are, a third where men, women, young 
men and maides meet together at meals, ſittirg at the table in or- 
der, (as Joſeph*s brethren) the women over againſt the men, young 
men next their Fathers, and maides next thei: Mothers, the young peo- 
ple waiting by turns ai the Iable, that ſo one may not be geſpected above 
the other, neither will jt be needfull ( being aſſured of ont anothers love) 
ro ne the Ceremonies of putting off the Hat, or common drinking to one 
another, yet not to hindet any man from ſhe wing his hearty. love to a 


ſtranger, or other wiſe. Meat 
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them: 


finer than others, 


a” D — 


(1107 Om 
Meat, Mir, and all other things will coft uythe loſs, becauſe we buy 
a grent quantity at onees alſo we (hall: cr WI filves 


. 


— 
ſheep, hens, ducks, and other things; Na ung gr,) Mas 
from our Gardeners and Husban+triew, gem cur Fiſher! Den 
making drink for neceſfity, and refreſhment for our ſelves. | 

Our Rules and Laws being few, axe to be only for neceſſity, not to 
take away any ones liberty, leaving them alweies open to the tryall of {! 
all rationall men, that ſo ſelf ſeeking (to be more or above others, in na- 
rural ot ſpitituall matter,) may be diſcovered and excluded. 

If any deſires to marry, he ſhall not be tyed to marry one of our So- 
ciety, if he will have a vertuous perſon abroad, out of the Seciety, and 
dyell with her, ox ha ve her come into the Society, every one is left to 


erein the Kingdom of God doch not conſiſt, ( not con- 


A things'wh 


. 


tradicting Scripture or reuſon ) axe tobe left ſtec, as the ourward form 


of Baptiſme, the Lords ſupper and the like, becauſe in the omitting of 
ſuch things there ſeems to be more danger thag in performing of 


- The appatref ſhould be firred forthebody, and conveniene for the 
Work. without be ing ryed to faſtuon, colour, or Nu, of! y che anneceſ- | 


facyerimmmingsts be forbetn, thut Sed cxentutes, which he hach made, 
be not miſuſed. - p37 1 „ coi 


If any that have an Eſtate, deſire to have ſtuff cloth /ot ocker things 
they may adde to it fo much of their own „bit 
poor (vichout the 


will coſt more, for it will be a demonſtration to the 


Society, ) chat he hat at ability above others to relieve them. - - 


In all Handy crafty we ſhufl ap ht the beſt work. men for Mafiets, 
who as well as others att to Work.. hou, 7 to | 
Whereas now men in the World do conceal ther skill from om | 
ano ber, for their own'privace advantage; here in our Society thepare to 
bring it in, and impart it ti che commoti n way 
to find out the height, depth, length and bredih of alłtfings. 
The childretr of the poor are do be breught up (te the confote of 
their Parents) as well as the children of che rich they lewrhing inſlead | 
of one, ſometimes 2. of 3. Handy-erafts, being alwaies*chearfall by 
not being We with bondage and ſhytry, as commonly is en 
amongftchild:eti of the World, efpeeially in ug tau who uſt en- 
dure ( many t med) to paſt through 7. years; a {laves tle: Thick, 
on the contrary the children of our Society ſhall be alwales in our eyes, 
B 3 working 


2M 


— 


— _ 


| 


(12) : 
working: no longer every day than 6. houres the remainder of the 
time, bei w be ſpent in other uſefull imployments that they may be 
fitter . 


what ells beſides working. 5 
+ They are to be taught onely N*cellary and allwayes uſefull trades, 
that they may continually, howſoever the world changes, get their li- 
ing, for ſome having le arned onely uſeleſs handy cra fis, oftentimes 
iht. ugh the change of the world, (which falls into ſome other way and 
cuſtome,) co nc to poverty and want. | 

Whereas the Traders in the World do oppfeſs their workmen, with 
heavy labour, and (mall wages, inſtead thereof with us the gain of 
the tradesmen wil redound to the benefit and reficſhment of the wo: k- 
men.. * : 

And whereas the traders of the world, ſeek ng after their own parti- 
eular profic and advantage, are contivyally. derwixr hope and tear, 
now . bere in cur Society: every one is quieily to mind his buſineſs, at 
che ſer time, for the loſs that is ſuffied lieth upon none in particu- 
lar. 4 14 a + Fr | : | 

In the ſelling of our commodities, ſeing there is no overasking, it will 
give occaſion to others (that ate not willing to loſe ben Gul omers,) 


do imitate us, it being the true way o rid the world of. chat decgi: ull 


praftiſe, and we being in no ſumptuous expenſive way, can afford our 
commodities at a better rate or better wa e fer money, whereby we 
reach the world (berauſe they can. get little) io keep within cn pa's, 
inſtead whereof, they now dayly provoke and grieve poor people with 


/ theigexcefs and riot. 


In obſeryayee of che words of Chit to giveroCelar the thinges 
that are Ceſars, we te to pay: Taxes and tribute to the Mag ſtrates, 
being in ſubjection under all humane Ordinances, which are not con- 
trary to the will of ged. 5 3 , 

Such Tradesmen or Merchants that are honeſt, and cannot well! pro- 
vide far themſelves, may timely (before they be neceſſitated to-wronge 
any one) tuin in to us.. „ %% „ 44 Wh 

Any honelt perſons, through fickgeſs, want of trading, work or 
otherwile, being in poverty and debt, may be brought to reſt, by ma- 
king an agreement with their Creditors, if mercifull, or if unmeicitull, 
to give them all they ha ve, in full ſatis faction. 

A Family being united and corjoyned with us, and being come to 
naſched an quiet, will make known their wel fare to others and men 


perceiving. 


% 


—— — — 


(23) 

perceiving that the profit and benefit is extended to the refreſhing of 
the oppteſſed. among all S-Rs, will readily come to us, to buy com- 
modicies, and proviſivn being made aforehand, all thinges will tolow 
in order. * 

Any handycrafi's men, or Tradesmen, may be in fear, (the buſineſs 
being not ſetled) to make a beginn ng, deubt og hat he removing 
from his particuler employment ta this common loc ery (by looſing 
ſome Cuſtomers) (hall want a ſubfiftance, but cenſid rig the opportu- 
pity to have the cuſtome of ali thoſe chat dwell wich him, is freed 


from that fear; neither de th any one Rand fing'y by himſelf alone. | 


Any by licknefs or otherwiſe bec me inciſpoſed, the reſt (being uni- 
ted as members ot one body) ſha I work for him; and we being aſſured 
of one anothers faithful lneſs, ſha]! exceed in love, all other Societies. 

It » far other wiſe with us. than in Hoſpitalls of old men, and women, 
wheie they come in out of neceſſity (not being able otherwiſe to provide 
for chemſelves) for theit own benefit onely, with their contentions, op- 
poſition and deeply rooted Infit mi des, having. oftentimes their bodies 


by hard labour ſptiled and made decrepite, and their mindes corrup- 


ted by eyill mangers, being may times beſides a deep ſtupid ignorance, 
ſo ill natured, that no reaſon can ſink into them. * 

Some handy Cra ftsmen as Smiches, Carpenters, and others, do under- 
go often upon hope to attain eaſe from labour, 20. or go. yeares all- 
moſt intollerabie labour, letting out their money to Intereſt, chat it may 
increaſe ; and ſometimes looſe principall and all, that they have ſo 
ſurely labou ed for, or elſe come to —— they have given themſelves 
to teſt often leaving their eſtates to the deſtruction of chew Chi dren in 
the world, who in plea ure and voluptuouſneis do eonſume what the 
parents have gotten and gained wi:h ſoe great labour, and ſometimes it 


comes · to ſuch handes, which in their life time they grutched ſhould have 
it, who after their death laugh at chem for their labour, ſometimes the r 


Children and relations long for their death; and when they do live 
long enc ugh to uſe their eſtates themſelves, then oftentimes their bodies 


© which they have ſpoiled with working, will ſuffer them to take no- 


re ſt. 


to make proviſion for the aged time, or day of ſickneſs, nor for children; 


for the aged will be better looked aſterthen the ycung, che fick than the 


Oa the contrary, there will be no need in our Society, to take any care ot 


— - 
— g 


hca.ch ull, and the childien after the death of their parents, than before. | 


B 3 Any 
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chat ſpring up out of riches, or poverty, will be excluded from us, who 


wiſe, whereas now, being not ſtrong enough ro bear poverty 


(14) 
Any leaving their children in ſuch a Society, doch better then if they 


left them much money, becauſe they arc under the eyes aud inſpection 
aof many good people, and are ſure of neceſſaries; whereas grherwiſe 


being brought up by others, are many times ſpoyled by their Parents 


Eſtates, being the fruits of their labours. 


H any fall hek in-our Society, he hach not only that which he ſtands 
ia need of, but heſides, he is freed from all worldly incumbcar ces, for 
all chmęs being in order, all things are taken care of withe ut him, on the 


contrary men commonly in the World are bufied wich their affairs, as 


long as they have unde: Randing. 
dome being kealthfull, and able with their Trade or Merchanidize to 
more chan others, are commonly not inclined to come into us, be- 
cauſe they loye their private gain more than the common gꝭdodbut con- 
fideringhow ſoon their health may be loft, it will be reaſonsb'e for 


ahem, (without delay.) to deſite ſuch a wiſhed eſla e and comition for 


the mſelves and familics. ; 
Concrouſneſs, exceſſe, lying and deceit, together with all the evils 


maintain equality, if any be minded to live diſordedly in dunkemeſs, 


adultery, whoredom, c. he can have no entertainment in dur Society, 


nei ther will he be willing to come in to the company of the vertuotm, for 
he that doth evil, hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, chat his 
works may not be re proved, but who ſo-doth the truth, cometh to the 
light, that it may be manifeſt, that his works are done in Gd. 
— r reſt in · their preſent eſtate and condition, and! being 
wearied wich all the differencgs in ſpiri tua ll, as in o ldly matters, wiſt 
be ready to coma in to us. 88 
Some teachers being convinced of their pe verting and erroneous 
reaching, would ſincerely gain- ſay all fal ſhood and errours, if they 
did but diſcern that there were an opportunity to get their living others: 
and re- 
—_— remain 10 their old condition to the deſtruction of their 
il N 
Many young men and maides being wearied under the ſlavery and 
ſervice of others, would for the caſe of their bodies, and adyants ge or 
profit of their ſculs come in to us, whereas otherwiſe they are often 
times tired up, and provoked ( by reaſon of hard, ſtrict, ſevere Ma- 
ſters and Miſtriſſes) to wicked and te reſolutions, either by 
marrying an unfit perſon, and ſo caſling away themſelves, or giving 
theme 


(15) 
themſel ves up to ſome evil courſe, as we often ſee come to paſſe in the 
The women in our Society having loft their Husbands, they and | 
their children are cared for, whereas elſe dwelling by themſel ves, they | 
are oftentimes forced (together with their little ones) to paſs their 
lives in poverty and gtieſ, ſomet mes receiving relief of tie rich with re · 
prochfu)l languages, to the increaſe of their gif, ſome being in the 
prime of their years are diſregarded, but in our Society children (whe: 
ther few or many) are no binderance. | 
Thoſe among us chat deſire to marry, will not fo eafily (having 
ſerm one anothers converſation ) be deceived, as they are now in the | 
World, he: 
Young men and maides are forced oftentimes for watt of opportu- 
nity-ro paſs their years in ſolitarineſs, contrary to their natures: This 
trouble will be taken away in our Society. when they need not Jook | 
after houſe or houſhold ſtuff; but without care they may matry, if they * 
can affect one another, doing their uſuall work as before: » | 
Parents when their children come to marry, are not diſquie:ed to 
pu what is required for an houſhold or trade, the fear, they ſhould 
ave no cuſtom or work, cannot ſeize upon the children; ſo that they 
may the better live together in l. ve, whereas elſe for want of cuſtom 
or work, they viſh they had never been married yea ſometimes char: 
they had never been born, they cannot mind themſel ves and children 
as ig firyparcly for want of time and partly for d:ft tion of f 
ſo that the Parents wick their children inftead of Foy and com- 
fort, oſtentimes do live in nothing but ſadneſs and-calemiry; :: 
Some husband{and wifes, inſtead of growing in ſcve, and being 
loving, gentle and meek to their ſervants and children, do —_— too | 
much care and vena tion, fall into diſorderly manner, they b 
murmuting one againſt another, whence commonly evil and wicked 
reſolutions are begorten, the women living by themſelves, are fo tyed 
to their families that they can go no whicher with quietneſe, 6h the 
contrary in our Society we ſhall have opportunity for every thing. 
The child en are not to be taught any humane forms of Religion,, 
but the writings of the Saints, and natural Arts, Sciences and Lan- | 
gusges, that their under{tandings/( before they have che uſe rea lon) | 
be not ſpoyled, as for the moſt part is done amongſt allpeople and 
Nations in the World; on the concrary it is tobe imprinted in them, 
that they ought not in ſp: itua)l matters to believe any but thoſe that 
h a v 


(16) 
ba ve the ſpirit of God, doing miracles as the Prophets, and Apoſtles, 
} for our faith cught not to depend upon mens wordes, but upon the pom 
er (ot wonderfull workes) of God : So doing there will be no foun- 
dation for (ets, factions, and ſchiſmes layd in their heartes. 

There ſhall be built a great meeting place, not onely for our fa mi- 
ly or Society, but allo for all rationall men, round about with ſeates, 
riſing one higher than another, that every one may be ſeen; having 
befote them convenient leaning places, to read, and write upon; Al- 
ſoe one desk on one fide, or end, to read the holy Scrip:ure, at à ſet 

time, giving liberty (after that reading) to every one to propound 
ſomewhat for mutuall edification, none being tyed (unleſs himſelf 
\ think fit) ro anothers matter to follow, or gain-ſay it. 

For in ſpirituall things, we acknowledg none but Chriſt for head 
and Maſter ; Who of, old hath appoynted in his Church Apoftles, 
Prophets, Evangelifts, Paſtors; and Teachers, theſe haying through 
the ſpirit of God, (which led them into all truth) brought forth (and 
left behind them) the wticings of the new Teſtament, we own for 
Embaſſadors, and their wordes (Without any interpretations of men) 
for our rule and Plummer, keeping in remembrance when we meet 
together, that we muſt allow that liberty of-ſpeaking, to others, 
which we deſite our ſelves, without tying any one to our opinion, 
maintaining firm friendſhip with ſuch, who have renounced all un- 
reaſonable thinges contra iy to Scripture : wichout ſtumbling at any 
differences, which do not hinder love and piety: For our Children 
wiebout doubt, will be of differing opinions, and yet no reaſon, when 
they do not hinder the common welfare; to exclude them from our 
Society. It ought alſo to be conſidered that the moſt differences 

(dwelling together) by time, and liberty of ſpeaking, will ceaſe to 
bee. The more, becauſe with us, noe loſs will be ſuff red, by the chan- 
ging of our opinion; for the molt part of the differences ( in ſpirituall 
and worldly matters) ariſe from a conſideration of a wordly advan- 
tage, which if in the world abroad as in our Society were taken a way, 
evill and falſe opinions would ſoon fall to the ground, but the Teach- 
ers being Spirituall Captaines, would rather (as to the genetallity) for 
there own profit have Wairs than peace in Chriſtendome, and there. 
fore they having made an incurab'e rent, do ſet people one againſt ano. 
ther; which makes it appear chat by nature the people ate not at ſo 
great a diſtance, as they now appear to be, contrary to this we incend, 

| that 


(0170 
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Antichriſt (who — 5 himſelf above others) may be centinu- 
ally ſknt out by exactly obſerving r or ſqle 
viledge be granced to any, of 0 Ferng any thing, or- of 225 
chat ſo eyery one heing ar liberty, and. ls n 1 
which is moſt cenducing to the the common: y lee erer tpaiſe 
words of Pl. 1. Cor. 14. 26. all of 9 —— LD lang ter the 
reading of the Scripture (2s being ſwilt to hear and ſlow to ſpeak) till 
any think it fit (in his judicions and humble mind ) to propoſe any 
thing for edification, endea vo withal! to ma ke his diſcourſe ſhort, 
that another may ha ve his tu miete c cf to the cuſtom of the 


common Teachers, who only ( ot ſo ) ſpeakidg, do lengthen their 
diſcourſe, to the wpatyin 9 a or which end the Mo» 


derators (who ou! he to PE e apd 2 


Randing men) are to 
obſerve, that ber be due or- der kept. 
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Reader may be pleaſed to remember, that ſuch onely (hall be 


received into our Society, or little commonwealth, as arc ho- 


neſt, rationall, imparciall perſons, and for o hers who are not ſo, they 
ſhall receive wages, for their work, and go to their own houſes, or 


lodging places, till they are ſited and prepared :o be members of our 
Scciety, which conſiſt only of four fortes of people. vix. ; 
1, Husbandmen, -. 

2. Marriners. 12 be | 

3. Mafters of Arts and Sciences. 

4. Uſefull Handy Craft- people 


Smiths of all ſortes. Tallow-Chandters. 


Carpemers. Basket. makers. 

Ship-Carpenters. Bruſb- _ 

Jricł makers. Turnersof all ſorter, Beok-inders. 
Brickslayers.. Inſtrament-makers, Painters, 

Maſons. Hoyners, Potters. 

Stone Cut ters. Weavers of all fortes, Plate. workers. 
Jraſiers. Fullers. Ingravers. 
Pewierers. Diers. Wier-drawers, 
Plummers, Tannery. Pin-makers. 

T in-men. Carriers, Noale-makers. 
Founder 1. Shoo-makgre. Hooks and eyes ma- 
Wheelwrighter. Skinner s, hers. - 
AGillwrightes. Over... Looking-glaſs 4 
Alillars. H at-makers, hers, 

Bakers, Wolk-combers, Twiſters. 


Brewers. Kuitters, Taylers, 
Butchers. Rope- Waker t. Butto 5 
Stillars of flrong was Sayl-makers, Combe-makers, 
ters. Net. maker. Coopers, 


Cut u.. 


— *” , a . 
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Cut lers. Sak-bozlers, Puffer:. 
Glaſs-maker;, Sadlers, VIV acch-makers,; 
Glaſer, Sieve-waker 51 Barbers. 

Glue. beylers. Speltaclei-makers, Chirargeons, 
Spe- boy lers. Sbecramon. Phifitians, & co 


One Society being ſetled in order (as a nurſery) 
about London, to impley the poor, we may have a ſecond 
about Briftoll, and another in Ireland, where we can 
have a great deal of Land for little money; and plenty of 
wood for buildiug of Houſes, Ships, and many other 


thinges. 
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AN 


INVITATION TO THE. 
aforementioned 
SOC FS I-f 
or little | 
COM MON-WEALTH: 


Shewing the excellency of the true Chriſtian love, 
and the folly of all thoſe who conſider not 
to what end the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth hath created them. 


1 4 


Marr. 12. Fo. 


Wheſoever ſhall do the will of my Father which is in Heaven, 
the ſame is my Brotber, and Siſter, and Mot her. 


— 


— 


— — 


LONDON, 


Printed for G. C. at the ſign of the Black-ſpread-eaple at the Wells 
end of Pau Church- yard. 
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Ses ess 
ILTIFISSTIISIISI EIT 


An invitation to the aforementioned Society or little 


Common-wealth , c. 


Hough men are bound one to another, upon ſeveral ac- 
compts, and knit together with very ſtreight bonds, and 
that the likeneſs either of manners, or of life and conyer- 
fation; or of parentage and education, begers 'a mutuall 
friend ſhip between chem, yet this is the moſt perfect, and 
of all others the moſt bleſſed; when God by tte diſpenſation of his 
ſecret Counſell, j»yned ſome ſuch together, as do agree with his divine 
will, and with the rules of nature, and they will not exchange their 
union or fellowſhip for all the riches in the World. 


% 


But the more divine this ſtate of friendſhip is, the ſeldomer it is ſcen 


amongſt us, and the more is Sathan that enemie of mankind againf it; 


who knows full well, that he hath not ſo much right or power to med- 
dle with this holy fire, and the matter which maintaineth it, as he bath, 


where either recreation or advantage is wy lcoked after, which kind 


of friendſhip he uſeth with very little trcuble ro diſſelve; but in this 
way of amiiy God only is the bond, where with they ate tyed together 
without being lyable to be unlooſed, and upon which foundation being 
fix d, they reſolve to withſtand all aflaul;s whatfoeggy, © © ' 

If then there be any felicity in the life of man, or any "efficaciou 
remedy to pre vent his future giſerie : I conceive nothing was ever 
more ſolacing or reviving and coming nearer to the divine nature than 
love, viz. true love; which doth fo commu-icate it ſe'f in and to that 
wherewith it reciprocates, that it ſeems to have exchanged therewith, 
and made over thereto, whatſoever it did poſſeſs before, ſo that 


a mongſt tne friends there js ſuch an agreement that no ſeeret, no joy, 


no profit, nor auy cſs or affl & on is undivided, but wha tſoever be- 


tides either of them, is nootherwiſe than if it were the change of * 
| alcne 


as » 


— 
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(24) 
alone, ſo that deathit ſelf can ſcarce ſeperate ſoules, ſo totally united, 
certaiſdy the Heathens, who in all thinges purſued that which they 


e eee excellent, and gelighujull. then per- 
freiadſhip. | | 


But bow tar doth Chriſt excell all others in love, who by his 
Doctrine and example, hach inſtimted a partnerſhip or Society of 
mutuall love; by the denomination of Brethren; Abolliſhing 
amongſt his diſciples, z I prebeminer cy, or domineering, of che, over 
another, requiring thac the gifts, and meanes af ſubſiſtance in the 
world, (for neceſſity and delight) fhculd be Common; having called 
his people to a moderation, and to a life ſuirable to pure na ture, (o that 
all Chriſtendome ought to be meerly, a certain great fraternity con- 
ſiſting of ſuch as (having denyed the world and their own luſtes) con- 
ſpye together in Chriſt, che ſole head and ſpring of love; doing well 
to one another, and for his ſake diſtribute their goodes to thole that 
ſand ia neede | 

Oh that we had this perfeRion ? and were anſwerable to the end 
of our Creation; certainly there would not be ſuch going to Jaw ; ſuch 
intrenching and incroaching of the boundes of landes, ſuch hiding,and 
cloſe locking up of money, nor would there be ſuch ſcraping together 
of ſuperfluous eſtates. | 

totall ſumm and higbeſt pitch of all good? if any may be ad- 
mitted and that in due time to this divine favour for even many decre- 
pit aged perſons do ſeldome attain to this; to be deſitous to live after 
ſuch a manner: Empercurs, Kitges, Princes, &c. having ſpent all 
their yeares, all their ſuenght of body and ſcul, ha ve little or no time 
left them. to ſerve a better maſter, than che world, and therefore if God 
do joyn ſome ſuch together as endeavour after a life more regular then 
their former, each of them being at a loſſe fora Companion to better 
and promote his teſolution, one to whom ke may communicate his ſe- 
crets, a freindly reprover of his Errors, a rec'aimer of him from the 
worldesalurements, a comforter in adverſity, a mgdera tot of I6y in 
proſperity, and in all reſpects a ſharer in that which God hath libe- 
rally given; and laſt of all one ready for all caſes and conditions that 


may happen Iſay and gudge, that theſe are the happieſt of all perſons 


chat ever were upon the Earth. For as no painfuller or miſerabler 
thing can be thought on, than that life which a man lives according 
to the courſe of this world, ſo noching is more acceptable and lovely 
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in the univerſe, then that harmony and concord which hath its Origi- 
nall from God, and influence upon the man, that is joyned wich his 
fellow man, ſo agreeable to his mind ; which certainly can be found, 
no where but there onely where a firm love, agreement and concer- 
ning will in well doing, as alſo a liberall diſtribution and impartine, | 
of all created thinges is entertained. 

It is evident, that the moſt wiſe God, would honour the ſacred ſccie- 
ty of Matrimony, wich. the utmoſt perfeRtion of this ſo great love; 
fince they that are ſo joyned together and built upon the right founda- 
tion, have not onely their Goodes, but alſo cheir joyes and griefes, 
common; And cannot be ſevered, by any kind of reproaches, or ma- 
litious endea vours of the envious. 

The world hath her delights in different degrees of Dignities, States, 
Titles, and offices; exalting themſelves one above another; But 
Chriſt on the contrary will that every one ſhall perform bis office as 
a member of one and the ſame body, In which no ont exalteth it ſelf, 
nor acccunteth it ſelf worthier than other, the eye is not puffed up be- 
cau'e it ſees ; the foot is not grievcd that it ſees not: If any member in 
the body be blemifhed it is carefully covered by the other, if any be 
weak it is diligently provided for by the reſt, whereas on the rome 
Eveiy one in the world, which by his office or Title is diffterenced, 
from others Conceives he is quite another thing and in himſelt better 
than others and muſt be reputed, for one that is ſer together and com- 
poſed, of ſome finer ſubſtance, and deſigned to a ſweeter life, yea to an 
higher place in heaven then others. 3 

Now if you do but d veſt and ſtrip the world of her R ches, Honcurs, 
and State; how naked, and refully forlorn will ſhe remain, and how 
far different will ſhe be fcund from that ſhe ſeems to bee;and then it will 
be eaſy to beleave, that ſhe is ſhored up by nathing ells but wormeten 
propps, which if they were once pulled away ibey would be fitted and 
made free for the imitatich of Chiiſt, * . 

Do but ſee oh man ! what kind of thinges they are, which do ſhut 
the door againſt true love; and hinder communion or fellowſhip with 
Chriſt viz, Nugatory, f:ivelous thinges and trifles which onely con- 
ſiſte ch in avain eſteem and opinion, which ſome of the very Heathens 
who ſaw a little further than others, did oftentimes laugh at. | 

t. Firſt Riches and Eſtates, which aſſoon as gur Natures areſatis- - 
ked, ate alltogether ſuperfluous, and very troubleſome; the vanity | - 
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| (100 
whereof. who doth not ſee it they ares butthen to the rich; tawſigo 
them to fill their hoiiſts with vatiery of 'coftty ſurnitur̃e, Which in mia: 
ny years (or never) happens trot to be uſefull to themzt hey are à trouble 
to get them, a perplexity to keep them, and a grief ro part with them; 


their houſes are ſpacious and great, fo that thee is either wilch void 


and empty room within, or elſe they put themſelves to à grexr deal of 
trouble and m-l:(ation ifi fur hing aud filling them ;- Their cloths 
are ſo dainty and curious, that they eanno: in down arty whete with 


freedom, nor Rand with ese, fiot fcarce walk {ny whit without fear 


of ipoyliog their appartel, anduttleſs they have ſome to behold their 
ſplendot, all is little to them, but if ch:y have fpecta tors, they fear ſome 
will lurch, and others fi ch away from them, their ſtee p is #"moRt none, 
Ob ho great a miſe. y and burden is it to be faden with riches! 

; Secondly, honour and digit es, which if we mea ſute according to 
the deſign of na tute, and the rule gf Chriſt, may not other ſe be 
diſtinguiſhed than by ſeveral names or denomina ions of divers mem- 
bers of one and the ſame body, the name of the tongue is that any 
more worthy name than the name of che finger, the name of the eye, 
is that more excellent than che namè of the bref, no certainly, that 
whereby the members are differenced, dorh not life them up, as with 
us the name of Lord and Gentlemen puffeth up, and what elſe is it but 


” 
4 « ® 


our on mind do ſuggeſt to us, that there is I know not What kind of 
tacit detiſion in ĩt, and doth often times ſignifie nothing elſe but hatred 
and ill will, yet we do delight in ſuch trifles, and give way to them ſo 
far, that we will rather hear a lye from i notorious paraſite or flatterer, 
if. it be but on our fade, then to hear the truth froth an honeſt man if 
it croſs our intereſt, . 

Do but now caſt up thy account; Oh man / how deatly thou haſt 
ventured to buy the friendſhip of the World, which yet thou never 
foundeſt to be thy fend, but feignedly, and that for a ſpirt,on the con- 


tray conſider how Netle or almoſt nothing thou haſt beftowed to an- 


wer the love of God, who nevertheleſs would ha ve been the moſt at- 
Gared, and meſt faichfull, and unchangeable friend. 


Thou 


| 8 
Thou haſt trimmed and decked thy body, and i 


aappagrel thou hat 


been paſſingſumpruaus, thai fome ;fallp creature might gaze on thee 


with admiration : In feaſts thau:haſt been prodigall that thy compani- 
ons and aſſociates might commend thee; thou halt diſtrihuted thy gifts 
and preſents, that thou mayſt ſeem liberal; thou haſt put forth thy arc 
and skill, that thou mayſt be called and accounted learned; thou haſt 
dawbed thy houſe with many colours, to cauſe them to Rand Bill at 
paſs by. In the mean me thy rewatd bath been nothing elſe but a 


great toyl, and the ſudda in uncompoſed diſagreeing and unreaſonable. » 


judge ment and cenſure of other men; conſider in the mean while, he · 
ther thou haſt provoked God thereby, or honoured him, it is moſt cer- 
tain that thou mighteſt have ſerved God, and have performed the of- 
fice of love to thy Neighbour, at a far cheaper rate, for by how much 
profuſe & la viſh thou haſt been in the ſervice of the World, by ſo much 
the more haſt thou been partimonious and ſparing in the ſervice of 
God, for it is evident the World requires coſtly attendance, as to all her 
matter, being never ſolicitous of the heart, how it Rands with that, if 
you be but carefu'l that nothing be wanting in ourward appearance, 
in diſſembling and complemental depertments; or if there be but ce- 
remony and externall ſemblance, and fine ſhew enough, ſo ti at by the 
very aſpect, it is pla in that the ſlaves of the World may be diſcerned 
from che true ſeivants of God; in as much as the firft- are movable, 
flexible, fickle and variable; but the latter have their eyes al waies fixed 
upon the mark, which is ſe: before them. If we but once bring our 
ſelves to the touch, and travel through the World with a free and pure 
mind; we ſhall be able to obtain ſo much from our ſel ves, as in Chri- 
ſian ſimpiicity, ſilence and unincumbiedneſs to exclude the wiſdom, 
elc quence and prudence of the Word, coneluding, (as in truth ir is) that 
nothing is to be compared with our Maſter Chriſt, and that none other 
knows any thing or can give any counſell that is ſavingly profitable 
but he, nor ſha!l we repute them happy who have no other character 
or ſuperſcription than the Worlds endowments, knowing that :worl 
knowledgeisnort ſo great a thing as it is commonly eſteemedy fora(- 
much as under the title and diſguiſe of learned, the very ſhame of be- 
irg found ignorant. doth with many inventions and cheating ſubtetfu- 
ges, endeayour the hiding of it ſelf from being diſcoyered to the eyes of 
the common people. e | E 
Shall we never be able to attain to that equal judgement in putting 


a true value upon reall vertue where ſo ever it be found, as well in a 


D 3 Prince, 


| (8) 
prince ; and to lea ve of more to admire the ornaments of a Magi- 
Rrate, than the office he ſuſtaines, and eſteeming leſs of poverty, chan 
of ſuperfluity, of the honour, then of the Rate, of a good conicience leſs. 
then of a popular or yain applauſe, of a peice of bread, then of dilici- 
ous dainties, of water then wine; of a green bink of Turf, then of a 
coſily Couch, ſhall we not be able to arive to th's, to eſteem one only 
ſentence ol the holy Scriptures more, than the higheſt aceuteneſs, of all 
the worlds Philoſophy, we ſhalt be able to do it, if we did well 
weigh, that the worldes turn, is but a ſhort Comedy, and that we are 
but Actors. who appear no more than once upon the Stage: and if we 
did ſeriouſly conſider, that all thinges are deſcribed, and repreſented to 
us in the world, tar otherwiſe, than they are in them'elves, but eſpecial- 
ly when we have well pondered, that honeſt and godly people, after a 
very little while are to expect, a participation and enjoyment,! of 
another kind of honour and dignity, than any the world promi- 
ſeth, pos 

Shall we never be able to attain to this, to chooſe rather to lay up 
our eſtates in the hungry bellies of the poor, than in a few bags, to lay 
the foundation of our prayſe upon the prayers of the poor, to make the 
erols of Chriſt our glory, and not to eſchew the diſta vour of man, as the 
reward of our weldoing; in a word, to put of all deſire of fame and re- 
nown, as alſo to refer all defire of Revenge to the Iudgment of Chriſt, 
we ſhall be able to do all this if we forgetnor, that our God is the moſt 
faithſull of allDebtors, and the moſt (ure of all ſecurities if alſo we never 
forget, that his praiſe which ſhall be given to us, in the preſence of men 
and Angels is the molt g'orious praiſe, and that his renumerations and 
recompences are the molt noble, and everlaſting. 

To-how happy an hour are we born, if we doenter upon this come 
munion or fellowſhip, and from how many ve xations will it releaſe us 
whereof the Heathens, having attained but a. ſhaddow, how magnani- 
mouſly did they in their mindes, ſore aloft above all Kinges and world - 
ly glory; how did they deſpiſe all terrene aft:yres (as they that from 
above look down upon that wh ch is below) and had pitty on them, 
and ſo did indeed a voyd the greateſt miſei ies of mans life. 

But fince Chriſtian Religion is come into the world it is a wonderfull 
thing to conſider, what a light brake in. together with it, vic. Such a 
light that all they whoſe hartes were touched there with; throwing all 
from. them, betook themſelves to it for refuge, as to a true and Nedfafi 


lib:rey, ...- 
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liberty after a long and horrible captivity, eaſily forgetting their Riches, 
State, Rule and poſſe ſſion, forſaking Parents, Wilk Chi dren, Relati- 
ons and whatſoever before was moſt near and dear unto them, not be- 
ing by any Temptations of Tyrants, to be drawn from the ſweetneſs 
of the Chriſtian life, h 

The ſame have appeared in the memory of our forefathers, when the 
bondes of Antichriſt (it is ſtrange to think how firm they were) were. 
broken when they who a little before were forced to ereep upon the 


you, began to riſe up, with what readineſs, that Ti Anicall wor- 


ip of Invocating ſo many deceaſed Sz ints, was re jected, and the un- 
confined worſhip of God reentertained, and with what readineſs that 
vain (though gainſu'l) fancy of Invocating Chriſt by ſo many Inter 
ceſſions came to nought; So that it appeares in all reſpectes, how 
much God hath Chalked out in nature it ſelf, the pure and true wor- 
ſhip, as allo the amicable and freindly conyerſation of man, and like- 
wiſe how eahily thoſe thinges which are contrary thereto periſh, and 
come to nothing, and how far our Religion with draweth us from all 
theatricall or ſtageplay, geſtuies, and countenances, and all choſe trou- 
bleſome Geremonies, here with we torture cur ſelves, in ſpea king, ea- 


ting, ſaluting, walking, cloathing, yea and in all the actions of our 


life: But on the contrary how contormable it maketh us, to the ce- 
leſtia ll Hierarchy and naturall pollicy, and yet in theſe petty and alto- 
ether childiſh thinges, men are ſo hatd to be convinced, and drawn of 
— them, as if all their well being depended thereon; and the beati- 
rude or happineſs of all mankind, had all its foundation therein and 
ne ver give ſo much ſcope to reaſon and well guided underſtanding, a 
either to acknowledg their vani y, or if it be known to them rather to 
throw it of, then to retaya and daily augment it, with n:w and exot- 
tick bawhles. | 
Intruth as often 4s we do ſtrictly ponder, to what end God the 
Creator and ruler of all tbinges, hath brought every one of us 
into this great Fabrick of the world, and yet for us to ob- 
ſerve. that the life of allmoſt ail men is either unprofitable, idle, wicked, 
or hurtſull to mankind we have teꝛſon to be affrayd, and je lous of our 
ſelves, leaſt peradven ure either by the Corruption of the times, or our 
education, we have applied our ſelves to ſome manner of life, which is 
not ſui tea ble to the will of God, and the ed of our Creation being 
not ab'e to give a juſt accompt, wherein we have lived to the glo- 


ry of God, and the advantage of man kind. Certainty; 
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Cegzainly to ha ve eaten, to have drank, to have ſlept, yea, to ha: 


read much, writ muchy ſeen, Feard and travelled much, and let this al 
be added, to have managed an Eſtate, to ha ve kept hounds, horſes and 


ſervants, to ha ve had arts and learning in great eſteem, to have trim- 
med up houſes, to have often made binquets, to have born Titles of 
Hongur, to have collected many bcoks together; in a word, to haye 
been imployed, and very buſie, co the uttermoſt, in things that do not 
relate or belong to Chriſty let them be what they will Certainly all 
that will-nexrs, ſatis fie God, nor endure the touth or tiyall of the fire 
but being confumed as Rubble will leave man bare and naked, a male, 
factor, and guilty in the preſence of God, for his loſt time, and his- 
negle& of frieadſhip and union with Gcd, togerher with the negle& of 
the endowments, as well of body, as of ſpirits ſo that there will be an 
borrible diſtance between them, and thoſe whoſe faith in God, and 
love to man, have been Redfaſt and ficm. 

Let us take heed bretheren, leaſt thoſe among us who either in under- 
Randing, learning, riches, beauty or arts, exccilo.hers, do conceit that 
God is therefore more gracious and faycurable.ro them than others, 
and that they have attained to the heſt life, for ſuch men do groſſely 
deceive themſelves, becauſe the manner of Gods judge ng is quite dif · 
ferent from that of the World, his eyes are quite other kind of eyes, 
and his pollicy differs from the Worlds pollicy,gs much as Heaven from 
Earth, as one who choſech the unworthy; and diſpiſed, rejeRerh and 
abhoneth that which the World do nghly eſteem. d 
If any chink this our Society or fellowthip. to be a new thing, ſo that 

be cannet(as it was in old time,)ſo much as poynt out five pair of ſuch 
friends, he hath reaſon with me to lament, that while men do curiouſly, 
and With anxitie of mind, ſearchin'o the couiſe of the Stars and Pla- 
net; the vertues of plants and vegetables, yea, into the very bowels of 
the Earth; yet they are ſo neęlect ve of their Salvation, that they do 
not in the leaſt ſo much as ſeek and l:ok after that life, for which the 
would not need ſo much ſil ver and gold, ſo many Titles of Honour, fo 
many buildings, ſuch clothes, ſo much ſurnicure fer their hcu'es, fo 
many meſles and diſhes at their meals, ſo many arms and ammunition, 
or warlike proviſions, ſo many judgements or decrees of Law, ſo ma- 
ny medicines, nor ſo many bookes, all which ate cauſes of vaſt trouble; 
ſo that the men of the World themſel ves (if they were but wiſe) would 


auoid theſe occaſions, or (as they themſel ves do confeſs ) neceſſitys of 
ſinning. | - 


This 
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This $tiery or fellowſhip hath not alwaies been ſo rate, and fo 
thin ſowen, but was very rife in the primitive times, till the enennes of 


the firſt innocencie did infinuaie thcmfelves thereunto; hereby the 
life which men were bound to live, as in obedience to the . Laws of 


Chtiſt, began to be acccunted ſuch as a man may choſe whether be 
would imbrace or nd, and take up a meritorious and ſuperoragatoty life, 
compriſing ſuch a ſanctimony or holyneſs as was mbre than neceſſary to 
Salvation, and was only to be uſed by ſuch as deſired a, greater reward 
in Heaven than others; which opinion gave a beginning to many orders 
of lazie and wanton beaſts, (Imean Monks and che 1 ke ) and of many 


thouland fables and cheats, which th ngs when men came to themſel ves, 


they did juſtly te ject and when they are grown wiſer, they will again 
totally caſt off. eyen thoſe poor ones, who now {rape and rake together 
the riches of the World; as alſo thoſe ( ſeeming) humble ann lowly 
perſons that now take up the high ſeats of the World, and ſuch. preren- 


ded ſimple ones, who now fill and diſturb the whole World wich their 


cunning and deceit. | 5 | 
But for us ſet us hold faſt that which is in this life, the beſt thing, 
ix the un verſal loye to Gods creation, and if we be in{ufftrable to 


the World, and they be Inco:rigible, or unbette able, as to us, then let 


us reduce our friendſhip and ſociety to a few ia number, and maintain it 
in ſuch places as are ſeparate from other men, where we way wich leſs 


impediment or hinderance, love one another, and mind the wonders of 


God, eating the bread we ſhall exrn with our own hands, leaving no- 
thing to the body, but what its na kedneſs. hunger, thirſt, and wearyneſs 
cal 's fot to help our neceſſity and health, then ic will a ppear how. many 
things we may well be without, what things we may 1efrain, and what 
kind of matters we ought not to know how many things we may avoid, 
m what things we may beſt quiet our ſelves, and how fat ꝑaſiet we may 


ſa 17 Chitin his lictle or es Wich a penny, than the World with a2 
pound. . ib 
l For Princes are not born on purpoſe to reare up ſtately Palaces, che 

lo, and for he 
moſt. part frivo/'ous Books; the rich are not born to boaſt of 
their geld, ſi ver, and chr iſtal veſſels; the reft of the people are not born 
fot ſo mar'y va*'ous unprofitable Handy-crafts; In a word, mankind is 


Leuned are not born for the writing of many unprofitab 


not born, for ſo many kinds of education, of being rich, and running 
into exceſs, but all theſe racks of the mind, it hath invented of it ſelf, 
and now made a cuſtom and habittual, fo that it hath made the life 

more 
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| ( 32) 
more grievous, to it ſelf every day, under ſo many painfull and labour- 
ſome inventions. | 

Now I would that they that ſtand and admire, at the fine wits of 
our age, and the ſublime learning of our times; did but conſider with 
me, whether thoſe thinges which daily pleaſe our eyes, with their no- 
yelry ; be indeed ſuch, for which we may jaſtly rejoyce or whether on 
the contrary, it were not much better, fince they are the cauſe of ſo ma- 
ny eriefes, and troubles in mans life, that we were wiſhed and adviſed, 
by our learned men, to put them away far from us. | 
For what greater fruit of wiſdome, or what greater glory of the new 
re vived leatning, could their poſſibly be, then by that to bring humane 
matters to ſuch a e that we may atttibute our well being, and fe- 
licity, in this life, to them under God, that by the whole ſome in- 
ſtruction thereof, that which is ſuperfluous, uſeleſs and unneceflary, 
might be thrown away, and that which is Nugatory, trifling and un- 


profitable might be cut of, and that we might truely be diſtinguiſhed, 


from the life of the Barbarous and ſavage people, not by bookes, nor by 
Titles of honour, nor by univerſityt but by ſuch morlality as Chriſtian 
Philoſophy doth preſcribe. | 

Let there come forth from the Studdies, and libraries, of our wile- 
men, into the light, not a continuation, or proſecution ot old Errours ; 
or an heaping up of new to the old but on the contrary, a rule or di- 
rection, for a new and reformed life in Chriſt, which may demonſtrate, 


that as we are profeſſors of the beſt Religion, we are alio imitators of 


the beſt life; thenſhall we return to their Society or fellowſhip, and 
be ſubjeR to their good la wes, and Orders; and obſerve their tationall 
cuſtomes. 

In the mean time, let them not take it ill, that we do not make any 
great accompt/ of theſe Sciences that ale voyd of Chriſt; that we do 
not defire to know them, and if we have drunk in any ſuch, yer we de- 
fire to unlearn them, and with fingleneſs of hart, to become as Chil- 
dren, who are altogether unacquainted, with voluptuoulneſs, cetemo- 
nics, Riches, and fooliſh hbour, hence forward we delire to live tow- 
ards God inunincumbredneſs, yoyd of carking for the mulcipliciry of ſu- 
perneceſſary thinges, exerciſing a delight, in real. 2 for the reſt 
acknowledg Chriſt onely, fer our Lord and Maſter, and in this School 
of his, we hope that neither divine miſteries, nor ſecre:s of nature, nor 
thecontemplation of rare matters, hall be wanting yo us, ſince he 
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ſo:meily hith made it evident by the example of his Apoſtſei 
ly men, how powerfull he is in teaching, and then eſpecially he diſ - 
pla yeth his riches, and openeth his unexhauſtible treaſures, when hu- 
mane wiſdom ceaſed, and the skill of the World melteth a way. 

But that we now ate ſo weak, and that the ſtrength of our Religion 
is growyn ſo faint wich us, that the Ma jeſty of the di vine preſence, with 
the miraculous working is removed from us, whom ſhall we accuſe for 
this, but our ſelyes, who in the midſt of the divine light, have ſcarce ' 
retained any more than the bare name, being content if we may but 
be called Chriſtians, as to the reſt being alrogecher like to the World; ſo 
that it is no mervail that we who do not excell others in the purſuit of 
honeſt actions, as Juſtice, Meicy, and the propagation of the name of 
Chriſt, nor in the education of children; do not alſo in the leaft go 
beyond them in thoſe gifts which were peculiar, to ay. and zealous 
Chriſtians, and yet we ought in ſo clear a light of the Goſpel, as we 
ha ve to be ſo far diſtinguiſhed, as to excell other men, fo that if others 
do not commit Adulrery, we ſhould not ſo much 8s defire another 
mans wife, it they do not commit Murther, we ſhould not at all be 
angry with our brother; if they love them that ate like to them, we 
ſhould love our enemies, if they do lend to thoſe that have 
to give again, we ſhould lend ro thoſe from: whom we cannot 
hope to1eceive any thing again: For it becometh us who hope for the 
inheritance of an eternal l fe, in all things to go beyond thoſe that 
know only this preſent life. But if nevertheleſs we be found beneath 
theſe, or if e are found but like to them, and no more, how much 
will their accuſation preſſe us down, and condemne us to the like, yea, 


to. a more griev us puniſhment. | 
Let us look back to the former ages, and it will appear that the q- 
vine power was then moſt cf all vigorous and eminent, when there was 


not ſuch c ſtentation of fine wits, but the ſuprtam knowledge and bap» 
pineſs ti en was placed in the Croſſe of Chriſt; but now while mat- 
ters go Quite otherwiſe, and the c:eatures of our brain do obumbrate, 
or over ſhaddow and obſcure the works of God, we do things according 
to the will and pleaſure of Sathan, wko being the moſt ſubtile of all 
P hyloſophers, Log'tians and Artiſts, is not affra'd of us, if we go his 
way, and by that occafion be inſinuateth himſelf more and more into 
us, and gl deth in by mens of ſuch things which we moſt admire. 

Do not ycuſce Brethren, that by the goodneſs and long ſuſſting of 


God, It is in our hand and power, now we have taſted, of the 2 5 
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A Letter written in order to the now 
mentioned Society or little Common- 
wealth; By ſome well affected perſons, 

vwhoſe hearts and hands have already 
joyned therein: to ſtir up all ſuch who 
are truely. ſenſible of the poor and 
needy, to carry on this ſo neceſfary and 
charitable a. work. bo 


IA uing not ani con ſdered the. pouerty, af flidtzons and 


I freights of many well minded people; Togerber with ihe 
evil-conſequences that ariſe from the corrupt cuſtoms” and waies 
of moſt employments, aud the general diſorder proceeding from 
riches and poverty: But alſo the way propounded by the endea . 
Tours of our friend Peter Cornelius, to rec#ifie all ſuch and 
many other inconveniences, by bringing together a fit, ſuitable 
aud well qualified people into one Houſhold gaveryment or little 
Common wealth, wherein every one may keep his propriety, and 
be employed in ſome work or other as he ſhall be fit, without being 


A % IS more at large expreſſcd in 4 Platform to that Par- | 
poſe. | 7 
Whereupon we are reſolved, jadgeing it is be neceſſary, and 
our duty to promote ſo good and pious a work, with the aſſiſtance 
of other mercifull and rational men, to lay ſuch a foundation, 
as may tend to the relief of the oppreſſed, the preſerving of ſuch 
as are in danger of falling into ſnares, and the increaſe. of un- 
der ſtanding and matuall love, as alſo the exemplary ordering 
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of ſoch acts as may be accompliſhed by prudential charity. 
And hereunto we do earneſtly invite all Perſons that have 4 
willing mind to do good according to their abilities, ſome by 
their Wiſdom and Councell, others by money and credit, or by 
both, as they ſhall be able and free, that ſo aſiock may be raiſed 
for the carrying on of this good and beneficial work. 

To which end we have ſubſcribed our names, and the ſumms 
of money which we are willing to give. Hoping that all ſuch 
as are for ſo general awork, will upen due conſideration like- 
wiſe ſubſcribe for ſuch a ſumme of money as they are willing 
to give towards the accompliſhment of the Premiſſes, and meet 
together to confer and order the ſaid ſummes of moneys into the 
hands of ſome truſty Perſons for the uſe and benefit of the So- 

ciety only, and what elſe ſhall be found conducing to the per- 
feiting of this work, till the Society can ſubſiſt of it ſelf in 
order, which we believe may ſoon be from the credible infor- 
mation of divers perſons, relating that many hunareds in 
Tranſilvania, Hungaria, and the Paitsgraves Countrey, from 
x ſmall beginning have attained, not only 10 4 very comfortable 
life among themſelves, but alſs ability of deing much good o 
others, not of their Society. | E 


ub cribed towards the rayſing of Suck: 
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